e
are honored and delighted
to serve as the guest
medical editors of this issue of
CRST Global | Europe Edition, which
is dedicated to the future of corneal sur-
gery. Reflecting on the evolution of corneal
surgery from the early 20th century, including
the significant advancement in the 1970s with
keratorefractive surgery pioneered by José Ignacio
Barraquer, MD, and the tissue-conserving progress in
endothelial keratoplasty by Gerrit Melles, MD, PhD; Mark
A. Terry, MD; and Francis W. Price Jr, MD, we recognize the
tremendous strides made in this field. As this issue highlights
the notable advancements, it also underscores our commitment
to ongoing exploration and innovation in corneal surgery.
In this month’s cover series, internationally recognized experts
discuss a range of important and exciting topics, both diagnostic and
surgical, to offer a glimpse into future developments. The approaches
discussed traverse the entire cornea, from anterior treatments such as
losartan for corneal scarring reduction, innovative thermal keratoplasty
techniques, corneal allografts, advanced corneal imaging methods, and procedures
such as PRK, LASIK, and SMILE, to posterior advances, including novel endothelial
replacement strategies. Contributors also explore the potential impact of refractive
indexing and the challenges that phakic IOLs present to keratorefractive surgery.
The advances highlighted in this month’s cover series are impressive, indicating an
evolving landscape in our field. We welcome your feedback on this issue and are eager to
learn about any significant developments that may have been missed. m
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